


Lets talk about school leavers 

Year 9 of 2007… where are they now? 

 

2009: left after Y11 

 

2010: left after Y12 

 

2011: left after Y13 

Pg. 1 

Enrolled in degrees 2012 

  

 

 bachelors degrees by 2017 



Lets talk about students 

Pg. 2 

“Why are we learning this?” 



Lets talk about schools 

Pg. 3 

“Pick six subjects.” 



Lets talk about employers 

Pg. 4 

“I know you’ve got NCEA, now tell me 

about your skills.” 



Lets talk about the NCEA 

Pg. 5 

The best thing about NCEA is it’s flexibility.  

The worst thing about NCEA is its flexibility. 



Pg. 6 

“Employers, education providers, and youth all live in parallel 

universes… they have fundamentally different understandings of 

the same situation.” 

 - Education to employment: Designing A System That Works 

           McKinsey 2012  

“credits” “subjects” “skills” 



Pg. 7 

Pathways 



Pg. 8 

Vocational Pathways 
We colour-coded the credits and we linked them to jobs. 

relevance for learners, coherence for educators, clarity for employers.  



Pg. 9 



Pg. 10 

Relevance… 



Pg. 11 

It comes down to: 
1. Students having a sense of purpose for learning. 

2. Someone caring about that learning. 

To make ‘pathways’ a reality, we need all involved. 



Education is not just about employment…  

…but employment is always about education. 

Pg. 12 

Education is not just about getting jobs! We 

teach kids to read and write; think; solve 

problems; sort and evaluate information; 

communicate; manage their time; work with 

others; participate; and become good citizens. 

We’ll do the rest.  



Promoting the sector 

Pg. 13 


